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Website
inspires
blues

artwork

By JohnPigeon
Journal staff writer

Liocal wrtist Earl Klateel’s paimi-
ings are inapired by a group of photo-
graphs of the deep-soumh Umted
States, taken during the Great
Drepression,

“l came across & website on the
Internct that had 50,000 black and
white photos of ihe Greai
Depression,” Klatzel snid, 1 thought
that they would be a great basis for
my blues series, which capiures the
fieel af blues music.”

Elatzel has been painting his bloes
and rock-inspired works and selling
them out of the Bob's Create-a-Frame
store in Strathcona Square for more
than five years.

Claude La Pietra, owner of Bob's
Create-a-Frame, saud Klatrel's work
15 an asset bo his stone.

“When [ bought the store, | didn't
really know thai much about the an
workd,” La Pictrn =aid

“We framed one of Earl's paimi-
wiggs that was gaven 1o the CELUA (FM
93.7) madio staiion and [ thoughe,
“why i carry his work, 1 really like
[

Klatzel has developed his own
unibque style of painting. He is very
particular with the paint he uses and
the consistency he mainiains

“1 do all my backgrounds in
acrylic and my characters in oil-hased
paint,” be said. *1 don't use acrylic
thick like a paint, | mix it like a Koal-
Aid 5018 15 more thinped ot

T this day, La Fietra is happy 10
see Klatzel's paintings im his shops as
they have sparked a following in the
community,

“For the first three months we car-
ricd Earl's work, nothing happened,”
La Pietra said,

“Then people started coming
back. and after two or three morne
months they siarted 10 buy them....
Some people have two or three,™

La Fictra said one of the problems
the store hias been facing lately in sell-
ing Klarrel’s work is because the art
mndlustry has been slow since the 9711
terrorsl anacks.

When Klateel first steried market-
ing hizs work he would sell up vo 12
pRintings a year,

“Omver the last two years it has
dropped down to half the number of
sales™ Klatzel sasd.

Diespite this, ke still has confi-
dence in his work and won't be dis-
couraged by a skow peried in sales,

“1 have never had someone come
back unsatisfied. People come back
and tell me that the piece has become
a part of thewr home,”

Earl Klatzel paints blues
and rock-themed pieces,
inspired by photographs
of the Great Depression.




